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Building Assessments 

The consultant for ETAP prepared a preliminary energy efficiency and renewable energy 

investment assessment for certain facilities in Goshen with assistance from Town Staff, members 

of the Selectboard, Planning Board, and other community volunteers
10

.  The goal of the report was 

to identify cost‐effective energy efficiency and renewable energy investments that Goshen should 

consider as part of its long‐term energy management plan.  The assessment included evaluations of 

the Town Hall, Grange Hall, Town Library, Fire Station, and Highway Garage. 

Major Findings and Recommendations: 

 The Town Garage uses more energy per square foot than any other town garage in New 

Hampshire assessed under the ETAP program. 

 The existing heating equipment installed at the Town Grange is a good choice for current 

temporary use and potential full‐time winter use of the building. 

 Measures recommended in the report can reduce energy consumption about 14% in the Town 

Hall, Fire Station, and Library. 

The Town should endeavor to address the detailed energy efficiency recommendations in this 

report as an initial phase of improving municipal energy efficiency. 

Opportunities for Increasing Municipal Energy Efficiency 

Goshen can continue to improve upon municipal energy efficiency through ongoing monitoring of 

use, setting energy efficiency goals, and identifying new projects.  Opportunities include: 

 Engage the electric utility company or an independent contractor to conduct interior lighting 

assessments to eliminate unnecessary fixtures and retrofit existing fixtures with more efficient 

lighting where and when cost effective. 

 Purchase energy efficient equipment when replacing appliances or systems. 

 Establishment of a no-idling policy to reduce vehicle emissions, and/or purchase of technology 

such as idling retrofits that provides auxiliary power while engines are off to reduce emissions. 

 Installation of renewable energy production systems (solar, wind, geothermal, biomass) where 

appropriate and when cost effective. 

 Coordinate energy efficiency programs with the local schools to maximize potential community 

savings. 

Formation of a Local Energy Committee 

The generation and use of energy and emissions from energy use – whether for homes, businesses, 

or transportation – has a significant impact on the environment, and the health and welfare of the 

community. Local energy committees are an important way to help inform decisions makers and 

residents about how to advance cost-effective strategies that conserve energy, reduce costs, and 

help protect the environment. 

                                              
10 Peregrine Energy Group.  2011.  Energy Efficiency Opportunities for Town facilities Goshen, New Hampshire.  

Preliminary Assessment. 
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An energy committee in Goshen, if formed, could have the following roles: 

 Advise the Planning Board on regulatory and planning strategies relative to energy efficiency 

and conservation; 

 Coordinate with boards, commissions, schools and other organizations to promote and 

implement energy efficiency and conservation measures in the community; 

 Conduct public outreach and education efforts to help residents reduce household energy use 

and costs; 

 Report to the Board of Selectmen on energy usage for municipal facilities on an annual basis 

and as requested; and 

 Provide information to the Board of Selectmen about strategies to reduce municipal energy use 

of municipal facilities. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Energy planning is integral to Goshen’s long-term municipal and land use planning efforts.  The 

following recommended actions are all steps to achieving a more sustainable energy economy.  By 

promoting energy conservation behaviors and the employment of energy efficient measures 

Goshen can do its share to minimize undue municipal costs and community-wide demand for 

carbon-based energy sources and greenhouse gas emissions. 

Provide Municipal Energy Efficiency Leadership 

The Town of Goshen can establish itself as a leader in energy conservation and efficiency. 

 Form a Local Energy Committee and adopt an energy action plan to reduce energy 

consumption in Goshen.  

 Develop a Portfolio Manager account to track municipal energy use on an ongoing basis.  

Designate an individual in Town (e.g., a member of the Energy Committee once it is formed) 

to report energy use trends to the Board of Selectmen. 

 Pursue grant and loan funding whenever possible for energy improvements to effectively 

leverage Town funds. 

 Evaluate plans for municipal building additions/renovation or new building construction for 

energy efficiency measures. 

 Establish a fund in the municipal budget for energy efficiency projects including those 

identified in the ETAP building assessment. 

 Evaluate the Town’s vehicle fleet and create new policies for staff use and purchasing that will 

reduce the energy use and costs. 

 Establish and promote a community park and ride facility on municipal or private land for 

commuters traveling to regional employment centers. 

 Conduct outreach and educational events on energy issues. Work with the Town Library to 

provide resources and programs to residents on ways to reduce energy consumption. 
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 Establish regular communication among Town committees (including the Energy Committee, 

if formed) and the Board of Selectmen to coordinate energy projects and efforts. 

Adopt Regulations and Ordinances to Promote Energy Efficient Development Practices 

Goshen encourages renewable energy by allowing tax exemptions for properties installing such 

technologies.  Additionally, the Town has adopted land use regulations to protect air quality and to 

address wind generation installations.  Continued work on the Town’s land use regulations to 

permit innovative land uses would further promote energy efficiency in local development projects. 

 Provide incentives in regulatory review processes that encourage voluntary implementation of 

energy efficiency practices, innovative land use techniques, or mixed use development 

proposals. 

 Design a village center overlay district that would allow an appropriate mix of building uses 

(e.g., residential and small-scale commercial and retail) to promote maximize efficient use of 

infrastructure (e.g., roads, school). 
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SWOT ANALYSIS 
A Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats (SWOT) analysis was conducted related to 

growth and development issues for the town using public input from the recent visioning and 

community forum efforts as well as the analysis and mapping results.  

INTRODUCTION 

A SWOT analysis is a strategic planning tool to evaluate internal and external influences upon a 

common vision or specific goal.  SWOT analyses are a common method for a company or 

organization to assess its capacity to execute a plan or achieve an attainable goal.  In the context of 

municipal planning, the SWOT analysis evaluates the internal and external factors of a community 

(e.g., quality of community services, external development pressures, internal attitudes toward 

commercial development, etc.) as they may pertain to the community values.  For Goshen, these 

factors are reflected in the previously stated Vision Statement and Master Plan Goals. 

SWOT ANALYSIS CHART 

The SWOT Analysis is a quick summary of internal and external influences on the community 

vision in a four-quadrant table.  The SWOT analysis summary (          Table 20) should be used as 

guidance in identifying influences that can affect the pending planning process in the near future. 



 

89 

 

                  Table 20. SWOT Analysis for Goshen, NH, 2009. 

 INTERNAL INFLUENCE EXTERNAL INFLUENCE 

POSITIVE 

IMPACT 

Strengths: 

 Small town, quiet rural lifestyle 

 Outdoor recreation 

 Support for town services (fire, police, 

highway, school) 

 Rural character 

 Natural resources 

 Undeveloped slopes and ridgelines 

(scenic value) 

 Good public participation 

 Limited infrastructure to maintain (e.g., 

low road miles) 

 Low cost housing relative to the region 

 Local investment in land conservation 

 Strong identity 

 Support for home-based businesses 

 Strong interest in residential 

development along existing roads 

 Village center is important community 

asset 

Opportunities: 

 Trails could be integrated into one 

town-wide system 

 Community support for diversity of 

housing options in the Village 

 Mount Sunapee State Park 

 Center and Lempster Coach Roads offer 

scenic byway designation options 

 Broadband mapping program 

 Potential access to small-scale hydro-

power generation 

 Cluster residential development to 

preserve open space, ridgelines, and 

wildlife habitat 

 Minimal development pressure at 

present (opportunity to plan for future) 

 Support for outdoor recreation 

 Business development in specific areas 

 Goshen Grange Hall may serve 

municipal facility needs 

 Strong regional employment trends 

NEGATIVE 

IMPACT 

Weaknesses: 

 Recreation trails not marked, no 

consistent trail network 

 No Capital Improvement Program to 

plan and budget for major capital 

expenditures 

 No sidewalks in the Village 

 No water/sewer infrastructure 

 Limited suitable land for commercial 

development 

 Degrading Fire Station and Highway 

Garage facilities require substantial 

renovations 

 Town hall storage and office space is 

insufficient, unsafe, and does not allow 

handicap access 

Threats: 

 Limited public transportation options 

 Increased population will increase 

demand on services and community 

facilities 

 Limited broadband access 

 Large commercial developments 

 Large residential developments 

 Global competition with local 

agriculture 

 Erosion along Sugar River may affect 

Fire Department property 
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NATURAL AND CRITICAL RESOURCES 
Management and preservation of natural and critical resources should be considered when 

examining growth and development in Goshen. This chapter provides some information on the 

natural resources that exist in Goshen, and discusses some methods by which these resources can 

be managed and protected. A Natural Resource Map is included in Appendix B.  Mapping was 

completed by UVLSRPC using ArcView GIS and was based upon readily available data sources 

from the town, UVLSRPC and the GRANIT System. 

INVENTORIES OF NATURAL AND CRITICAL RESOURCES 

Table 21 and Table 22 below provide a partial inventory of the natural and critical resources in 

Goshen. The data in both tables is largely based on information from the USDA Soil Conservation 

Service. 

In addition to the scenic areas and major bodies of water listed in Table 21 and Table 22, Goshen 

has many scenic vistas and many small ponds and brooks. Preservation and protection of all of 

these natural resources is important to the quality of life in Goshen. 

The Goshen Conservation Commission contracted with Watershed to Wildlife, Inc. to produce a 

natural resource inventory for Goshen
11

.  The complete report and electronic map files are 

available from the Goshen Conservation Commission, at the Olive G. Pettis Library in Goshen, 

and on the Town web site at www.goshennh.org . 

MANAGEMENT OF NATURAL AND CRITICAL RESOURCES 

To manage and preserve Goshen’s natural and critical resources, growth and development should 

occur only in areas that are capable of supporting it environmentally. Expense to taxpayers should 

also be a concern. 

Open space directly supports four economic sectors in New Hampshire: agriculture, forestry, 

tourism and recreation, and second homes
12

.  Without open space, New Hampshire communities 

and the state would see income, jobs, and taxes derived from those sectors diminished.  This 1999 

report stated: “The open space economy is larger than the whole tourist industry and is second 

only to manufacturing in terms of both income and employment”. 

                                              
11 Severance, John and Elise Lawson.  2005.  The Natural Resource Inventory for Goshen.  Watershed to Wildlife, 

Inc., Natural Resource Consultants. 
12 The Economic Impact of Open Space in New Hampshire. 1999. The Society for the Protection of New Hampshire 

Forests. 

http://www.goshennh.org/
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Over half of New Hampshire’s 5.74 million acres are in current use and approximately half of that 

is open to the public for hiking, fishing, hunting, nature observation, snowshoeing or skiing
13

.  Of 

land in current use statewide, 87% is categorized as Forest Land.  Forty-three percent of enrolled 

land is comprised of parcels of 10 to 30 acres.  Annual household income of 56% of current use 

land holders is under $60,000 annually; 90% of land owners are New Hampshire residents; and 

82% of current use land owners are individuals or families. 

 

 

Table 21. Partial inventory of natural and scenic areas in Goshen. 

Name/Identity of Area Location Status Description 

Goshen Brook Off Route 10 Wooded Beautiful wetland area. 

Chandler Hill Off Center Road Wooded Intermediate mountain with view of 

surrounding countryside. 

Ledges west of the old 

Crane farm 

One-half mile west 

of village 

Woods Ledge on hill west of Sugar River. 

Overlooks Mount Sunapee. 

North Goshen-Sunapee 

Line 

Brook Road Woods & 

open fields 

Beautiful view of north and west 

overlooking Wendell Valley to Croydon 

Range and Mount Ascutney. 

Gunnison Brook Along Brook Road Public & 

private 

Beautiful babbling brook, trout stream, 

rocks. 

South Branch of the 

Sugar River 

Along Route 10, 

passing through the 

center of Goshen 

Public & 

private 

Scenic waterway, flowing very close to 

the downtown area of Goshen. 

Mill dam and waterfall Junction of Route 10 

and Lear Hill Road 

Private Year-round natural dam and waterfall on 

Sugar River. Swimming pool, beautiful 

rocks. Could be developed into a nice 

area. 

Chimney Rock and 

Elephant Rock 

Off Province Road Private Unusual geological features with historic 

interest 

Mount Sunapee – 

Pillsbury ridgeline 

Newbury to Goshen 

and Washington 

Public & 

private 

Scenic ridgeline with recreational trail 

along ridge from top of Mount Sunapee 

to Pillsbury State Park, for hiking, skiing, 

and wildlife observation. 

Williamson Park Adjoining Gunnison 

Lake, off Route 31 

Public Picnic area and boat launch. 

 

 

                                              
13 A Layperson’s Guide to New Hampshire Current Use. 2007.  SPACE (Statewide Program of Action to Conserve 

Our Environment). 
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Table 22. Inventory of major lakes in Goshen. 

Water Body Statistics Description 

Rand Pond Area: 49 acres 

Length: 1.1 miles 

Elevation: 1254 feet 

Average Depth: 12 feet 

Maximum Depth Sounded: 25 feet 

Color: Colorless 

Bottom: 5% gravel, 80% muck, 10% 

rock, 5% sand 

Emergent Vegetation: Scant 

Submerged Vegetation: Common 

Shoreline: 10% rocky, 89% wooded, 1% 

meadow 

   

Gunnison Lake Area: 96.2 acres 

Length: 4100 feet 

Elevation: 1232 feet 

Average Depth: 19-20 feet 

Maximum Depth: 44 feet 

Color: Colorless 

Bottom: Mostly sand and silty sands (very 

little organic matter). Note: Site was 

cleared, but had stumps when 

construction ended. These will decay, 

however, leaving the bottom noted above. 

Emergent and Submerged Vegetation: 

Difficult to predict at this point, although 

there will be some. 

Shoreline: Nearly all wooded; some open. 

 

Goshen properties are divided into tax classifications of residential, commercial, and exempt.  

Based on 2012 records, none of the approximately 100 acres of commercial property are in 

current use.  Of the 580 acres of exempt property, 15% of the acres are in current use.  Over 

11,100 acres of residential property (approximately 46% of Goshen’s residential total acreage) are 

in current use tax status. 

Based on a study of several New Hampshire communities
14

, the conclusion was that if land is 

taken out of open space and converted to residential use, under the existing tax structure it would 

typically cost more for services than is generated in taxes.  In other words…open space land is an 

economic asset that helps stabilize property tax rates.  Residential land use carries with it demands 

for community service such as roads, police and fire protection, waste disposal, and schools.  Yet 

tax revenues from some forms of housing, such as recreational and seasonal housing, frequently 

more than cover the additional service costs.  While conversion of open space to some forms of 

commercial use may require fewer services than residential development of that same property, 

caution should be used to ensure that commercial development is not detrimental to those 

residential uses that are revenue positive for the community (e.g., recreational and seasonal 

housing).  Promotion of commercial uses that might diminish those community characteristics 

sought by recreational and seasonal home owners could be detrimental to the town’s tax rate 

stability.  Town planners and residents might be wise to consider one of the principal precepts of 

                                              
14 Does Open Space Pay? 1996. Auger, Philip A. University of New Hampshire Cooperative Extension. 
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medical ethics when considering regulations that would affect commercial and residential 

development in Goshen; namely, “First, do no harm”. 

Much of the land in Goshen consists of slopes over 15%, wetlands, water recharge areas, and 

flood hazard areas and is thus unsuited to development for such uses as homes, roads, and 

commercial buildings.  Preservation of prime agricultural land, instead of converting such land into 

building lots, will help ensure maintenance of the town’s rural character.  Prime agricultural land 

is defined as land that is best suited for producing food, feed, forage, fiber, and oilseed crops. The 

land can also be cropland, pasture land, forest land, and the like. It has the soil quality, growing 

season, and moisture supply needed to produce sustained high yields of crops economically when 

treated and managed, including water management, according to modern methods. 

Those places listed in the Table 21 and Table 22 above should be protected. In addition, those 

places listed in Table 1 should also be protected.  The town should conserve these lands, not only 

because of potential health and safety problems if these lands were developed, but also because 

they are scenic and suited to recreational uses and thus are economically important.  Another way 

to maintain the rural character of the town is to provide Scenic Road designations when 

appropriate public support exists under RSA 231:158, as described above.  

Goshen’s natural setting is one of its main attractions for recreation. It is extremely important that 

residents place an emphasis on preserving any points of natural beauty, both to ensure that future 

construction does not strain town services and to ensure the town’s future attractiveness for 

residents and visitors alike. 

It is stressed that the responsibility of protecting Goshen’s critical resources lies with the individual 

landowner, as well as with the community. 

OPEN SPACE PROTECTION TECHNIQUES 

We should use whatever methods are available, including acquisitions, easements, and land use 

management controls, to ensure the protection of our critical resources. In some cases, the town, 

or an agency of the town, such as the Conservation Commission, acquires land from a private 

owner, either by a sales arrangement or a donation arrangement. In other cases, the landowner 

retains ownership or use of the land, but provides for public access and conservation. In yet other 

cases, a non-profit entity such as a land trust acquires the land and holds the land for the benefit 

and enjoyment of the entire community.  

In most methods of open space protection (except when the land is purchased outright at full 

market value), the landowner can receive tax benefits through the land transfer. In all cases, the 

result of the transfer is that the land will be properly managed beyond the lifetime of the owner. 

The simplest, most direct, most permanent method for protecting open space is the outright 

transfer of land, either through sale or donation, from a private citizen to a town or governmental 

agency. The town can also purchase land through an installment-buying plan, in which the owner 

remains on the land and continues to use it, but the town can relieve the owner of local property 

taxes. Another strategy that the town can use is to purchase land and resell some portion of it that 

is most suitable for development, while retaining and protecting the rest of the land as permanent 

open space. 
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In arrangements such as a Life Estate or a Purchase and Leaseback arrangement, a landowner can 

donate or sell a piece of land, but retain or lease the right to use all or part of the land, subject to 

appropriate restrictions on land use. 

Transfers of land may also be restricted through easements or reverter clauses. A reverter clause is 

a stipulation included in a donation of land or in an easement that insures that the conditions placed 

upon the transfer by the grantor will be honored. 

The underlying principle that allows for restricted transfer is that ownership of land involves a 

“bundle of rights,” such as the right to farm, cut wood, build on the land, or bequeath the land. It 

is also the right of the owners to put restrictions on the future use of their land that may be binding 

forever. 

An easement conveys a right, privilege, or advantage in the use of a particular piece of land apart 

from the ownership of the land itself. The public purpose might not require easements over the 

total land, but would be satisfied by holding a few strategic areas, such as strips along the sides of 

streams or parcels of farmland. 

Restricted transfers of land are perhaps the easiest way for landowners to preserve the integrity of 

their old homestead even after they sell it. It is also an easy way for the town to encourage 

protection of open space and other critical areas. 

Land can also be preserved through acquisition by a conservation land trust. A conservation land 

trust is a private, non-profit service entity, yet it is also a “public trust,” since its lands are held for 

the benefit and enjoyment of the entire community. Similarly, a community land trust can acquire 

land for the public benefit. A community land trust is a non-profit corporation. Once land is 

acquired by a conservation land trust or a community land trust, it is generally held forever by the 

trust and is subject to conditions written into the trust.  

Finally, the town of Goshen could preserve land and at the same time generate revenue for the 

community by acquiring land for use as town forests. 

In the 2009 Community Attitude Survey questions were asked about support for land 

conservation.  Seventy-seven percent of respondents supported the conservation easement 

approach where the land remains property of the owner, 83% favored conservation through direct 

donation of land to the Town, but only 47% agreed with land conservation that relied on purchase 

of property by the Town. 

ASSETS 

There is currently a lot of open space in Goshen. We have not yet reached the development stage 

where open space is a luxury. Most people in Goshen are oriented toward the outdoors and 

thoroughly enjoy being able to walk through open woods and fields.  Still others, who may not 

have the time or physical ability to use the outdoor resources to their fullest extent, place value on 

its existence and conservation. 

There is a natural playground potential in Goshen. The numerous brooks and hills allow us to have 

close-to-home recreational opportunities. 
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The town has local control of Gunnison Lake. Through a lease agreement with the New 

Hampshire Water Resources Department, Gunnison Lake has been placed under the 

administration of the Goshen Conservation Commission.  

The town is fortunate in that Pillsbury State Park and the adjoining Jessie Barton Memorial Forest 

are preserved as conservation lands. This provides a guaranteed natural open space for the future. 

It would desirable if adjoining land in Cherry Valley (and along Mountain Road) could be added to 

this preserved open space. 

The town does not have a municipal water system. Each family depends on being able to dig or 

drill for fresh, clean water on their own property. Thus far, community members have had the 

luxury of being able to do this without interfering with their neighbors’ intentions or with the 

town’s intentions for land use. 

Until now, air quality in the community has been excellent. Contributing factors include the 

absence of heavy industry, low density of population, and Goshen’s distance from cities.  

There are several scenic vistas in Goshen. Some of these might be improved even more with a 

modest amount of time and money being invested by the town. 

Wildlife constitutes another important asset in Goshen. Fish and wildlife populations have 

economic importance, because they provide hunting, fishing, and nature study opportunities. 

Wildlife and its habitat provide an index to the quality of life for the people of Goshen. 

Numerous detailed map overlays (see Appendix B) have been produced to help determine 

locations of various natural and critical resources. A map overlay is available for each of the 

following: 

 Open land wildlife suitability 

 Woodland wildlife suitability 

 Soils subject to flooding 

 Agricultural land capability 

 Slope 

 Wetlands 

 Rivers and streams 

 Aquifers 

It is hoped that these maps will help to increase community awareness of important natural and 

critical resources that could either be managed or conserved for the benefit of the town.  

PROBLEMS 

The town must balance the public’s desire for clean air and water, along with the desirability of 

preserving and conserving natural resources, with the desire of some individuals or businesses to 

“develop”
 
private lands. 
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A proliferation of individual sewage disposal systems may be straining the soil’s
 
natural abilities to 

safely cleanse wastewater. It seems likely that a future public sewage system may be necessary for 

downtown Goshen, as well as at Rand Pond. 

Heavy use of road salt or other de-icing chemicals in the winter months may be endangering 

private wells, wetlands, other water resources, and roadside trees. 

The town must ensure that gravel excavation and transportation activities in town do not adversely 

affect air quality, scenic vistas, or the natural beauty of the region. 

The town should use whatever methods are available, including acquisition, easements, and land 

use management controls, to ensure the protection of our open spaces and critical resources. 
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  1

Goshen Community Attitude Survey Results 2009 
 
 
Total surveys returned = 122 
 
(no.) = the number of question-specific responses used as the denominator for determining percentages 
 
Total Surveys mailed = 658 
 
18.5 percent response rate 
 

1. Which best describes the area of Town in which you live or own land? (118) 
10% a. Village Area  
90% b. Rural Area, Nearest Road: __________________________________________ 
 

2. How long have you lived or owned property in Goshen? (121) 
 3% a. Less than 1 year 22% d. 11-20 years  
 8% b. 1-5 years 21% e. 21-30 years 
 15% c. 6-10 years 30% f. 31 years plus 
  
3. Are you a (check all that apply): (122) 
 64% a. Year-round resident 
 21% b. Part-time or seasonal resident 
 78% c. Property owner 
 1% d. Renter 
 52% e. Registered voter 

 
4. What is your age? (121) 

 0%a. Under 18      52%d. 51-70 
 2%b. 18-30      25%e. Over 70 

 21%c. 31-50      0%f. I prefer not to answer 
 
5.  Why do you feel Goshen is a desirable place to live? (Check all that apply) (122) 

 23%a. Born and/or raised in the area  
 76%b. Small-town atmosphere  
 80%c.  Uncrowded, quiet living conditions  
 64%d.  Outdoor recreation opportunities 
 61%e.  Friendly people  
 4%f.  Employment opportunities 
 4%g.  School system 
 15%h. Town planning  
 5%i.  Low housing cost  
 11%j.  Low taxes 
 11%k. Other(s) - Please specify: Scenic vistas, low crime, proximity to Sunapee, town 

not “over regulated” 
 

6. Would you support the creation of a paid, full or part-time Town Manager/Administrator staff position to assist the 
Town in complying with state regulations? (119) 
36%  a. Yes  
45%  b.  No  

 19% c. No opinion 
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7. Which of the following types of future residential development would you like to see in Goshen? 

          
 Throughout 

Town  (village 
& rural) 

Village Area Rural Areas Nowhere 

a. Single-family residences (109 ) 74% 6% 16% 4% 
b. Two-family residences (two-unit dwellings) (89) 34% 19% 8% 39% 
c. Conversion of large homes to multi-family 
residences (87) 

15% 30% 5% 51% 

d. Multi-unit residences (84) 13% 19% 7% 61% 
e. Manufactured/mobile homes on  individual lots 
(87) 

22% 3% 30% 45% 

f. Manufactured/mobile homes in “parks” or “courts” 
(88) 

6% 1% 13% 81% 

g. Cluster housing with single-family homes on 
small lots with the balance preserved as open space 
(99) 

31% 11% 24% 33% 

   
            

8. How should Goshen accommodate affordable housing (i.e., housing that costs no more than 30 % of household 
income) for those individuals with limited and/or fixed incomes? (Check all that apply) (122) 

 54%a.  Permit one accessory apartment within a residence or garage 
 28%b.  Permit greater residential density for projects designated as affordable housing  
 15%c.  Encourage multi-family housing 
 30%d.  Permit conversion of large homes to multi-family residences 
 13%e. Other options (Please describe):  
          
                                                                 

9. What pattern of commercial development would you prefer to see in Goshen? (Check all that apply) (122) 
 38%a. Restricted to the current light commercial district along Route 10 
 40%b. Expanded light commercial area to include all of Route 10. 
 16%c.  Additional light commercial center(s) concentrated outside the existing village center.   
  Where?: Route 10 & Brook Road 
 12%d.  Provision for heavy commercial industry in a concentrated area of Goshen.  
  Where?: Route 10 & Brook Road 
 36%e.   Restrict gravel excavation to particular part(s) of Goshen (State law requires that each Town must 

allow for some excavation somewhere in Town. Goshen currently allows it everywhere, by Special 
Exception).    

  Where?: Outside of the village, screened, where sand and gravel currently exist 
 31%f.  Expand tourist district for tourist-related commercial activities.  
  Where?: Route 10, Brook Road, Mt Sunapee area 
 20%g. No further commercial development 
 8%h Other (Please specify:): Mill Village development, agriculture, preserve what’s left, shape growth 

 
10. Should the Town support the creation of an outdoor recreation district, comparable to the Mt. Sunapee Recreation 

District in Newbury, to include the public land within the existing Mt. Sunapee State Park Leasehold? (116) 
 

In answering this question, assume that the purpose of such a district in Goshen would be comparable to that 
in Newbury, which is: “…to accommodate the needs of year-round recreation uses within the leasehold area 
of the Mt. Sunapee Resort.”  More specifically, the purpose of this district is to: (1) provide for the base 
facilities necessary to operate the ski mountain; (2) encourage the use of the facilities and site for year-round 
recreational and cultural uses and activities; and (3) allow for commercial uses accessory to these principal 
uses.” 

50% a. Yes  36%   b. No   14%   c. No opinion 
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11. Please rate the following Community Services, Facilities and Equipment.  
 

Town Services 

 Please Rate this Service  
 

Town Spending for this Service Should Be: 

 Excellent Very 
Good Good Fair Poor No 

Opinion More Same Less No 
Opinion 

a. Building Inspector 
(111, 100) 8% 6% 29% 14% 9% 33% 12% 50% 6% 32%
b. Conservation 
Commission 
(111, 100) 7% 21% 33% 9% 3% 27% 15% 53% 3% 29%
c. Emergency 
Management 
( 106, 97) 7% 13% 38% 12% 1% 29% 18% 48% 5% 29%
d. Fire protection 
(  114,  103) 14% 18% 45% 6% 2% 15% 27% 49% 6% 18%
e. Health and Welfare 
(  108,  98) 3% 7% 30% 16% 6% 39% 18% 40% 9% 33%
f. Highway 
maintenance 
(  114,  105) 2% 10% 35% 24% 22% 8% 27% 47% 11% 15%
g. Law enforcement 
and police protection 
(  116,  105) 7% 17% 43% 15% 3% 16% 15% 50% 16% 19%
h. Library services 
(  115,  106) 10% 15% 47% 10% 1% 17% 15% 58% 8% 18%
i. Planning Board 
(  114,  101) 9% 18% 32% 14% 8% 20% 13% 50% 11% 26%
j. Solid waste disposal 
(  111,  103) 7% 24% 35% 13% 6% 14% 8% 58% 11% 22%
k. Select Board 
(  113,  99) 4% 18% 34% 9% 12% 24% 14% 51% 10% 25%
l. Town Clerk, Tax 
Collector 
(  117,  105) 15% 39% 26% 5% 4% 9% 15% 61% 4% 20%
m. Zoning Board 
(  110,  99) 3% 16% 35% 13% 8% 25% 9% 54% 10% 27%
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Town Facilities 

 
 

Please Rate this Facility 
 

 
Town Spending for this Facility Should Be: 

 Excellent Very 
Good Good Fair Poor No 

Opinion More Same Less No Opinion 

n. Fire station 
(  113,  98) 5% 14% 35% 22% 7% 16% 24% 52% 5% 18%
o. Grange Hall 
(  113,  97) 2% 6% 30% 31% 11% 20% 18% 49% 9% 24%
p. Highway Dept 
Shed 
(  111,  94) 3% 9% 27% 11% 21% 30% 19% 46% 7% 28%
q. Library building 
(  113,  100) 9% 17% 43% 15% 0% 16% 16% 62% 4% 18%
r. Police facility 
(110, 97) 2% 4% 34% 24% 14% 24% 27% 41% 8% 24%
s. Transfer station 
facility 
(  114,  102) 4% 22% 49% 11% 8% 6% 10% 65% 11% 15%
t. Town office 
facility 
(  114,  101) 5% 14% 38% 18% 18% 7% 26% 53% 6% 15%
u. Goshen-Lempster 
Cooperative School 
(  113,  102) 2% 12% 28% 24% 11% 24% 29% 36% 16% 19%

Town Equipment 

 Please Rate this Equipment Town Spending for this Equipment Should 
Be: 

 Excellent Very 
Good Good Fair Poor No 

Opinion More Same Less No Opinion 

v. Fire Dept. vehicles 
(  111,  101) 6% 20% 41% 13% 2% 19% 13% 53% 14% 20%
w. Police vehicles 
(  111,  101) 16% 23% 40% 4% 0% 17% 3% 56% 18% 23%
x. Town office 
equipment 
(  110,  99) 5% 15% 45% 7% 3% 26% 14% 55% 8% 23%
y. Town Highway 
Department vehicles 
(  107,  97) 7% 7% 45% 17% 4% 21% 21% 44% 11% 24%

 
 

12.  Would you like the Town to continue Old Home Day? (120) 
 

68%a.  Yes 3%b. No  30%c.  No opinion 
 
 If yes, what time of year should the event take place? (106) 

36%a.  Summer 34%b. Fall 30%c.  No opinion 
 

Do you have suggestions for improving Old Home Day? : Educate public about the town, gain more 
participation, softball game, better parking, avoid conflicting with other events, farmers market 
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13. Please rank the following reasons why conserving land is important (Rank 1 through 5, 1 being most important) 
  
 

 1 2 3 4 5 
a. Forestry 
(117) 19% 21% 21% 22% 16% 
b. Recreation 
(117) 32% 24% 17% 12% 15% 
c. Aesthetics 
(118) 22% 26% 21% 14% 17% 
d. Open space 
(117) 56% 10% 20% 6% 8% 
e. Agriculture 
(118) 31% 8% 8% 24% 30% 
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14. Please indicate your agreement or disagreement with the following statements, as they apply to Goshen:  
 

Housing 

Statement Strongly 
Agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly 

Disagree 

a. The Town is managing housing 
development well. (  116) 

7% 26% 49% 16% 3%

b. Some land should be protected from 
housing development. (  117) 

43% 38% 10% 7% 2%
c. It is important to provide affordable 
housing. (  115) 10% 38% 30% 14% 7%
d. Encouraging housing growth will 
stimulate the economy. (  114) 9% 34% 24% 25% 8%
e. There is excessive housing 
development. (  116) 1% 2% 47% 44% 7%
f. There are not enough apartments in 
Town. (  114) 3% 15% 42% 28% 12%
g. Housing in Goshen is too expensive. 
( 112)  9% 17% 48% 21% 5%
h. The impact on Town services and tax 
base should be considered when 
evaluating regulations related to housing. 
(  112) 
 37% 46% 13% 4% 0%

 

Industry 

Statement Strongly 
Agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly 

Disagree 
i. The Town should encourage 
environmentally sensitive, low-impact 
business and industry development. (  
118) 34% 46% 13% 4% 3%
j. The Town should identify areas in 
which to locate business and industrial 
development. (  115) 35% 48% 9% 7% 2%
k. The Town should discourage high-
impact business or industry that has a 
negative impact on the environment. ( 
117 ) 53% 32% 9% 4% 2%
l. The Town should limit the areas where 
sand and gravel excavation is allowed. 
(119  ) 41% 24% 15% 16% 3%
m. The Town should allow intensive 
commercial development. (  113) 3% 10% 12% 34% 42%

 
15. Should the Town actively encourage the provision of high-speed Internet access throughout Goshen? (115) 

 
 80% a. Yes     4%b. No 16% c. No opinion  
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16. What businesses or services would you like to see, or see more of, in Goshen (check all that apply)? (122) 

 43%a. Arts and crafts 
 19%b. Automotive service 
 14%c. Sand and gravel excavation 
 57%d. Eating establishments 
 43%e. Professional Offices (doctors, dentists, specialists, alternative practitioners) 
 36%f. Lodging (B&Bs, motels, hotels) 
 36%g. Tourism-based businesses (guided hikes, amusements) 
 33%h. Personal services (barbers, hairdressers, laundry/dry cleaning, etc.) 
 22%i. Forestry and timber 
 11%j. Manufacturing 
 39%k. Light industry (e.g. research and development) 
 58%l. Home-based businesses (“cottage industries”) 
 21%m. Banking 
 13%n. Other: parks/play areas, farming, services, cell phone service, light commercial,  
 

17. Assuming that the local property tax would support the acquisition and maintenance of any new recreational        
facility, which of the following types of choices would you like to see in Goshen (check all that apply)? (122) 

 
18%a. Softball/baseball field           20%h.  Ice skating 
14%b. Basketball court             20%i.  More parking spaces at existing trail heads 
11%c. Volleyball/Tennis  courts            22%j. Multi-purpose recreation area          
46%d. Hiking & cross country ski trails  33%k. Additional beach area for residents  
43%e. Bike paths      15%l. Band stand 
20%f. Boat launch for residents    20%m.  No recreation facilities needed                              
26%g. Picnic area                    6%n.  Other (none specified) 
  
   

18. Several suggestions have been made to help foster an improved sense of community. Please check those you 
support. (122) 

 36%a.  Strategically located bulletin boards around Town 
 17%b.  A parent and/or citizens organization to administer Town athletic programs 
 57%c.  A small periodic Town Newsletter  
 20%d.  An outing club to plan and foster tourist and local community activities 
 31%e.  Periodic community information discussions on local current events sponsored by the Town boards and 

community organizations 
 31%f.  Cultural events like concerts or lectures 
 12%g.  Other (Please suggest ideas:) Website and/or blog, billboard for events, special events 
 

19.  The Town should continue to acquire conservation land through:  

Statement Agree  Disagree 
 

No 
Opinion 

 
a. Land that is kept by its current owner, but 
which the current owner allows the Town to 
manage as conservation land (“Donated 
conservation easement”). (111) 77% 9% 14% 

b. Land that is donated to the Town, so that the 
Town owns it, and the Town manages it as 
conservation land. (112) 83% 4% 13% 

c. Land that the Town purchases, using Town 
funds, and manages as conservation land. (107) 

47% 33% 21% 
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20. The Town’s Land protection efforts should:  

Statement Agree  Disagree 
 

No 
Opinion 

 

a. Protect wetlands, surface waters and their 
buffers. (114) 88% 7% 5%

b. Protect scenic views and view points. (112) 
78% 14% 8%

c. Protect hill tops. (114) 
63% 21% 16%

d. Be left to private trusts. (112) 
28% 35% 38%

 
21. The Town should promote:  

Statement Agree  Disagree2 
 

No 
Opinion 

 
a. Additional recycling (organic waste, asphalt, 
electronics, etc.). (113) 82% 10% 8% 

b. Energy conservation. (112) 
91% 2% 7% 

c. Alternative energy production. (114) 
86% 5% 9% 

d. Hazardous waste collections. (114) 
90% 4% 6% 

e. Public access to lakes, rivers and ponds (114) 
76% 9% 15% 

f. Public access to trails(113) 
81% 7% 12% 

 
22. Are any of the following traffic conditions a problem on roads in Goshen? (60) 

   
  Please specify which roads: 
     42% a. Truck traffic    Rt 10 Washington Road, Brook Road, Rand Pond Rd, Ballpark Rd 

27% b. Traffic speed Brook Road - old pronnee rd corner! , Route 31, Rt 10, Messer & Cross Rd,  
     7% c. Pedestrian safety  School area 
     7% d. Traffic noise    Rte 31- Large Trucks. 
     3% e. Traffic safety   Brook Rd and Route 10 north of Cross Rd  
     3% f. Inadequate street lighting  Village area 
 12% g. Other     Bridge on Cross Road 
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This appendix includes maps developed by the UVLRPC during the process of updating the 2002 

Master Plan and also lists resources that the Planning Board used in preparing the 2002 Goshen 

Master Plan.   

In the decade since the 2002 Master Plan was completed the internet has provided then 

unimaginable access to a plethora of pertinent on-line publications, maps, and data.  The web sites 

are too numerous to mention here, but a primary source for items related to Land Use in New 

Hampshire is the New Hampshire Office of Energy and Planning web site located at: 

http://www.nh.gov/oep/resources.htm  

Goshen Regulations are available at the Town Office or on the Town’s web site at: 

www.goshennh.org  

The following publications were identified in the 2002 Master Plan and have been repeated here 

for historical reference.  It is very likely that some of these reports have been updated or 

supplemented. 

MAP RESOURCES 

Goshen, NH - Base Map Showing Conservation Lands and Sites on National Register of Historic 

Places. Prepared by the Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission, 1999. 

Drinking Water Resources and Potential Contamination Sources for the Town of Goshen. 

Prepared by the New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services, December 18, 2000. 

The map also identifies the locations of stratified-drift aquifers. The map is accompanied by a 

document, keyed to the map, which lists potential contamination sources and locations in Goshen 

where public drinking water is supplied. 

Stratified-Drift Aquifers, Town of Goshen. Prepared by the Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional 

Planning Commission, 1998. 

Altitude of Water Table, Data Collection Locations, Concentration of Major Chemical 

Constituents, and Surficial Geology for Stratified –Drift Aquifers in the Lower Connecticut River 

Basin, Southwestern New Hampshire, Town of Goshen; and Saturated Thickness and 

Transmissivity of Stratified Drift in the Lower Connecticut River Basin, Southwestern New 

Hampshire, Town of Goshen. Prepared by the New Hampshire Department of Environmental 

Services, Water Resources Division, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of the Interior, 

Geological Survey, 1992. 

General Highway Map of Sullivan County, 1962, Revised 1987. 

Soil Types, Town of Goshen. Prepared by the Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning 

Commission, 1997. 

Soil Survey Map of Goshen, New Hampshire. Prepared by Sullivan County Conservation District 

in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Soil Conservation Service, 1976. The 

following map overlays are available: 

 Slope Map 

http://www.nh.gov/oep/resources.htm
http://www.goshennh.org/


 

111 

 

 Agricultural Land Capability 

 Soil Limitations for Dwellings 

 Soil Limitations for Local Roads, Streets, and Parking Lots 

 Soil Limitations for Septic Effluents 

 Wetlands 

 Soils Subject to Flooding 

 Probable Sources of Sand & Gravel 

 Inventory of Existing Natural and Man-Made Ponds 

 Stream Patterns 

 Suitability for Woodland Wildlife 

 Suitability for Open Land Wildlife 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS 

Soil Survey of Sullivan County New Hampshire. Prepared by the USDA Department of 

Agriculture, Soil Conservation Service, in Cooperation with New Hampshire Agricultural 

Experiment Station, 1983. Updated survey data is available at the Newport office of the University 

of New Hampshire Cooperative Extension. 

New Hampshire Planning and Land Use Regulation, 2000-2001 edition. Issued by the New 

Hampshire Office of State Planning. 

Ground-Water Resources in New Hampshire: Stratified Drift Aquifers (Water-Resources 

Investigations Report 95-4100). Prepared by the U.S. Geological Survey in cooperation with the 

New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services, Water Resources Division, 1995. 

Geohydrology and Water Quality of Stratified-Drift Aquifers in the Lower Connecticut River 

Basin, Southwestern New Hampshire (Water-Resources Investigations Report 92-4013). Prepared 

by the U.S. Geological Survey in cooperation with the New Hampshire Department of 

Environmental Services, Water Resources Division, 1994. 

History of Goshen, New Hampshire, by Walter R. Nelson, published in 1957, and republished, 

with the author’s handwritten notes, in 1984. Published by the Goshen Historical Society and the 

Town of Goshen. 

A Supplement to the History of Goshen, New Hampshire, by Doris Nelson Newman and Harry 

W. Wassier, edited by Ronald O. Whiting. Published by the Goshen Historical Society, 1976. This 

is an update to Walter R. Nelson’s History of Goshen, New Hampshire. 

Open Space for New Hampshire, a Toolbook of Techniques for the New Millennium, prepared by 

Dorothy Tripp Taylor, New Hampshire Wildlife Trust, 2000. 
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Existing Land Use Map, 2011.  This map is included here to provide Goshen residents with an 

idea of what information is available.  A larger format map is available for viewing at the Goshen 

Town Office. 
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Future Land Use Map, 2011.  This map is included here to provide Goshen residents with an 

idea of what information is available.  A larger format map is available for viewing at the Goshen 

Town Office. 
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Natural Resources Map, 2011. This map is included here to provide Goshen residents with an 

idea of what information is available.  A larger format map is available for viewing at the Goshen 

Town Office. 

 




