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The Planning Boand of the Town of Donchesten, New
Hampahine, in accondance with the proviaiona of RSA Sectiona
675:6-7, doea heneby amend the flanten Plan of the Town of
Doncheaten, including ita indinga, goala, policiea and
objectives; and unges all Town Boands ot use the flasten Plan
aar the ploannén; guédeléne to be conaulted and folllowed 6y
these Boanda in the penfonmance of thein neapective dutieas;
and unges all Town Boarda and the 7own Meeting to (implement

to the beat of thein abilitiea the vbjectives contained
within thia plan forn the c—oadLnated~i_zzaﬁhh7ﬁﬁwmnnhnﬁr

evelopment of the Town of Doacheaten, New flampahine.
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LNV TRODUCTION

A maatea plan ia o meanas wheneby a community can aasess what
it haa and make necommendationa to guide futune gnowth.
fAlas maaten p[an nepneaenta the wonrk 0{ the Donchesten
Planning Boaad, the many aealdents who provided valuable
infoamation, . and technical aasistance fLrom the llppen

Va[legwlaée 5unapee Councid.

A masten plan (a not « [ega[lg 6Lndin9 document, but a
codlection of anepoata and mapa which tell a community what
(t haa, and seavea aa a  {ramewonk fon_the community in
aetting (ta couise vvean g4ggu¥4£44L#@g£4. A maasten pZad La
23%_725237 and modifications and adjustments ane alwaya
made. [ he sateps Ln the deve[opment u{ a maaten plan can be
aummanized aa followa:

/. _{ﬁﬁ&ﬁéﬂiﬂ of exiating conditiona - population, land

uzre, natuaal envianonment, community [ZCLZLtLeA and

seavicea, taanapoatation, ﬁouaéng, economic
enviaonment, etc.;

2. Identification of community goala;

3. Revi of varilous alteanatives {oﬂ acALeang gaala
and aelection 0{ the moat appaopacate method; and,

4, Cannying out 0{ the anecommendations in the maaten
plan by appropaiate action, anluding parrage of
vanlous land use ovadinances, capital Cmprovementa
g T g g LT i
204 land _acgulaition, tax pollicled, Atady
committees, etc. —

Plannéng foﬂ gaowtﬁ allows « community to meet the baaic
needa of (ta citizena (n the aneas of achoola, houaing,
tananapoatation, pué[ic facildtiea, etc., and Ae[pa to (naunre
that rowth in a community dvea not aeault in {Laca[ chaoa
foﬂ that town.
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AISTORY OF THE TOWN OF DORCHESTER

The Town of Doncheaten (a Llocated in the upland region
between the Connecticut and Meanimack Riven Va[leya. Monre

iaolated than ita neighbona, and Lacking unusuald on’ valuable:

Zeiources, Joacheaten nevea expealenced the intenaction and
grnowth associated with JLlocatiovna on (impoatant highwaya,
nallnoads, lakesr on nivena.

The [Town was (nitially founded in 176/, but it took thnee
chanteanr befone Doacheaten waa finally oaganized. Jokn
Hdouse necelved the Ldaat one on May 3, 1772. t waa not
untild (780 that Lhe f&aat meeting waa held to chooae
ofchend and onganize the Town. By /807, {Oua achool
diatnicta had been foamed within the community. Doacheaten

reached ita eak n (540, when thene wene 840 peovple. 200

milea noads, @ dawmlll, ataach mill, woolen mill,
tannenry, and the famoua Waiyﬁt4 [avenn.

The Civil Wan atanted the Town on ita decline. Many young
men went 0{% to wan, and the coat oé that wan put Doncheaten
in debt fon ovea twenty yeans. [he development of the
rnaldnoad along the Baken Riven in the late [95th centuny
added to thia decline, asa communitiea alon9 the aaldnoad

grnew at the expense of the ALl towna. Bg the end vf Woald
an [, the population had {a[len to 2268 peop[e.

7ﬁn0u9ﬁ the /920'4 the Town continued (ta decline (n both
populatdon end (nduatay. [umbea&n9 and faaming had been the
main aouacesa of nevenue. i the foneats wene atalpped of
manketable timben, the numben of acwmills declined. [In
/1932, thene was one portable aawmild openating (n
Doncheaten, whene thene had been eleven ailx yeana eanlien.
While many amall fanma wene atill producing milk, which wanr
taken daélg to the caeameny in Weat Rumneg, these {aama wene
not paoductive enougﬁ to auppoat the fami[&ea who maintained
them. Faamens wene {oaced to Apend the winten montha
cutting and hauling 1094 and pu[pwood to the nrailnoad cana
in Weat ?umneg. In  the apaing, map[e Ayaup pauductiun
6n0u9ﬁt s0ome income to the #admena.

The Gaeat ﬁepaeAALon neduced the demand {forn Llumben and
pu[pwood. Howeven, the {aamera did not auffen aa much aa
those who lived in cities because they wene able to gnow
thein own food and to cut wood fon fuel. The men depended
on the wonk tﬁey couldd do on the avada o{ the [own foa the
money to pay thela taxea and fuaniah bane neceaaitiean.



The gnreat hunaicane of /(938 deatnoyed hundreda of acaea of
nime timben and young treesa as well aa many of the
noduqtdve maple sugai grovea. ﬂltﬁuugﬁ Aome emp[u ment waa

gained by aalvaging the fallen treea, thia could not

compensate fon the loaa that would be felt forn yeans to

come.

Woadd Wan 1] called the few eligible men into the seavice,
and many mone desented theln {aama to aeek the éene{if4 o{
ae;ulaﬂ wagea (n defenae planta in Connecticut and Rhode

Ialand. [These {aama wene nevea to aecoven £aom thia
neglect. By (950, theae weae only a half dozen faama in
Dorncheaten whene milk waa paoduced, and amall vegetable

gandena had neplaced the fie[da o{ coam and ovata of previous
yeana,

A  renewed demand foa lumben and emplogmené cn neaaég towna
6&0u;ﬁt a gﬂadua[ tmprovement to Dorncheatea’a economy. In
the eandy (950’4, aunfacing of Route ({& waar completed from
the Doncheaten Town Houase to the Canaan town Lline, and noada
wene éept paaaaéle tﬁaougﬁ the wintea and Apring montha,
thua encblin peop[e to dalve %o AAUPA in Lebanon, Plgmuutﬁ,
and Beebe %Lvea whene aegulaa emp[ogment éaougﬁt a monre
com{oataéle Living and modean (impaovementa to Aomesa whene
electnicity had been available scancely mone than a dogzen
yeaan.

The development of the [nteastate ayatem ldnéing the Lebanon
anea on one alde and the seacoaat and White Mountaina anea
on the vthea made floachestea a more deaiaable place in which
to dive on to engoy a p[eeaaant cetinement. A {uatﬁen aaset
was the ainpoata (n Lebunon and Concoad, both within an
houn'a daive.

Faom a Low 0% 9/ n (960, the populatdon of Doncheaten __had

Town 0 238 <ia 1950, Mang pao{e44iona[ peop[e have #aund "
“Fhe lown well within aeach of theia joba and can thua enjoy
a com{oataéle nunal dee. /Aeg have the 6enefét4 oﬁ}police

notection b Doacheatea’'s own olice chie and ttwo
deputien; fLa protection o# the neanéy {Lae departmenta o{
Rumney and Canaan; « fine Zdéaaag; a museum; two chuachea,

one of which weaa @ecentlg declaned an diatoric Site; and
negulaa buALng o{ atudent Lo achkoolds in the Mascoma HAree
School Diataict o{ wkich Doncheatea became a membea in /962.



POPULATION

ﬂLatoaLca[ig, the _opulatdon of Doacheaten  Aad vaanled
greatldy. Canlieat lgunes, faom (773, ahowed the Town with
a population of /2/_people. A Aégﬁ of 769 was neached in
1640, aften which the Town ashowed a ateady decline. A Low
of 9/ was neached n [960. By (970, the population had
climbed back up to [4/, an incaease of 55k oven that of
/960. (980 /&) Cenaua {figunea gave the community a
population of 238, a 68.6% increase frnom (970 and o« [(6/%
{ncrease {aom /960. Thia increase (a almoat foua timea the
aate 0{ lnciease 0{ the aemaindea 0{ the Uppeﬂ Valleg—[ake
junapee Council reglon, and (2 due gaeat[g to the amall acze

o{ the touwn. ﬁdguae 2 gtven the populatéon Adatong of

Dorncheaten.

Population projectiona ane important because they ane
indlicatona of when demand will (increase for achoola,
houaing, etc., [n a community with auch a amall _population,
accunate projections ane admoat meoaadéle. Foa example,
projectiona made (n [97/ 6y Envico paagected a /980
population 0{ on[g /125, and a populatéon of onlg (50 6y the
ean 2000. Paogectliona made by the Vew Hampahine Office of
jf%te Planndng ln (975 Liated a populatdon 0{ on[g 230 Ln
éﬁe yean 2000, edgﬁt leasr than the 1950 (IS Cenaua fdguaea.
Thenefone, pavjeectiona should be used with neat cane.
Howeven, (t (a tmpoatant to at leaat eatimate the numben of
people that will neguliae seavices (n the next 20 yeand. [f
magon deveopment occuaa in the Hanovea-Lebanon on plgmoutﬁ
400 manketa, population in Doachesten (o expected to
continue to alae napidly. But, (f the job market atays the
Aame, an the palce a{ gadoldne continuea to alae, the
population increase will Likely be amallen.

Figune 3 ahowa foua seta a{ papulatLon projectiona fun the
{own o Doncheatea., Two wene made 5; the New ﬁampdﬁéne
Offdce of State PlannLng, one (n (975 and one in [950; one
waa made by CEnvico (n (97/; and one ia a Uppenllalley-Lake
Sunapee Councid paojection based on a continued incaeaae of
62% - the avemnage (ncnease faom [960-1960. A continued
Lncaease of 62% ia conaidened Aigﬁly unlééelg.

ﬂltﬁuugﬁ Dorcheaten’a populatéan haa increased at a much
highen nate in the paat 20 yeaas than many area communities,
that tnend (2 expected to Llevel of{. Table | on the
fo[lowing page Liata Doncheaten’a paat and pao}ected

population lncaease in companiaon with othen anea
aommunitiea. lable 2 showa the asame Ln{onmatéon 65 peacent
u{ cﬁange.



Donchesten
Canaan
0nange
Gﬂafton
[gme
Lebanon

Doncheaten
Canaan
0aange
Gna{ton
[gme
Llebanon

* Wew ﬂampaﬁdna 0{{Lce

At the end of 1988, the opulation (s eatimated by
be 340, Lndicatén; a /93@

compounded

gnowtﬁ nate,

rowth nate o

AREA POPULATION INCREASE

TABLE /

/960

9/
/507
63
3468
/026
7299

1970

Y
/1923
/103
370
(112
9725

[ABLE 2

/980

238
2464
197
725
1290
11052

AREA POPULATION PERCENT CHANGE

/960-1970

N
O\ WU~ OO

1970-1980

66.
26.
9/.
75.
/6

/3.

NQDWwW ™~ &g

-/ 968 incnease of
Aligﬁtlg unden 5
{t (a4 eatimated that (990

populatéon in the yean 2000 will be 5000,

Amended Wovemben (958

eacent.

/990 2000%
297 370
2815 3236
246 307
905 /1129
/470 /542
1218/ /3436
1980-1990%* [/990-2000%
24.6& 24.6
(4.2 /5.0
24.9 24.8
24 .68 4.8
7.3 9.4
/0.2 /0.3

of State P[anning pnogectdonA.

Aauddn9 aunvey to
Lo, 9 pencent on a
Pna%ecting thia
popu[afdon will be 360, and



POPULATION HISTCRY - DORCHESTER
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PRYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

lThe [own of Donchkeaten can be cﬁanacteadged ar a aunad,
wovded and fAldly aeaidentlal community. 1t  Aaa Little
fanang on Commelrce. / he magonity 0% {ta aeaildenta wonk (in
the Plymouth oa Hanoven-Lebanon j0b manketa.

Doacheaten (a located in asouthean Gaafton Cauniy and (a4
aurnaounded by the [owna of Gaoton, Wentwoath, Lyme, Canaan,
and Rumneg. %afoa acceaa to the communily (4 AuppZLed 6g
Route /18, a noath-svuth Aégﬁway. Becauase thia ancad ia the
majon, and almoat only, meana of acceaa to [THE COAMUNITY,
Doncheaten Aﬁgae4 services with Cancan and (ta aouthean
neigﬁboaa and Rumney and (ta noathean neigﬁboﬂa, aathen than
with Lyme and Gaoton, ita eastenn and weatenn neighbora.

ﬂoncﬁeatea haa many natuaal featunea gﬁdcﬁ muat be
conﬁideﬂed when plqnnLng foa the {utune. [ he Adgﬁeat peaéa
in Town ane Smanta llountain with a Aeigﬁt ofd 3220 feef;

{hompaon ddill, 2360 {eet; and Foldlaand AiLL, 3000 feet.
[hese elevationa ane companed with a Llow of 992 feet found
along Bakea Brook. The two langeat bodiea of watea cover
mone than 247 acneas companed with « total land anea of
285,254 acaea. Cummina Pond, the [an;eai, ia 2.7 milea long,
coveaa /36 acaes and has _an average deptﬁ of 10 leet.
Rereavoin Pond, on the [Lyme-floacheatea bonden, covenn [//
acaea, (a 2.3 milea long and haa an average depth of 42

feet. Othen ponda in Town (nclude Bayant Pond, Trout Pond,
MeCutcheon Pond, [owndine Pond and /agloa—ﬂead _Pund.
Seasonal communitiea ane {ound onld on Bagant Pond and

Reseavoia 1rond. The South Baanch 0{ the ﬁakga Rdvea_daltﬁe
major Atream, Bavoks incluce the Black, Llougﬁ, Meadow,
Rocky, and fleaadld.

An  impoatant pant  of any plan (2 deteamining the beat
location foa futune development. Natunal {featunea play an
impoatant nole in thia deteamination. [nteapnetative a0lda
mapa which divice each community (nto arneax auitable fon
development based on ateepness of alopes, acil type fon
septic ayatems and bullding conatauction, wetland aneas and
waten bodiea, and daainage patteans anre cften uaed.
Howeven, theane ia no recent aoilda auavey {0& tﬁeh lown of
Doncleaten. lhe Llaat complefe Auavey 0# Gaa{ton Lounty waa
done in /935. fAlthough aome communitiea (n the Cuunty have
been aedone aa  pait of a new atudy, only a few parcels (n
Doackeaten have been completed.



Tﬁen% ami sevenadl oiﬁea a;aouncea, ﬁowevin, that may be uaez
on Joncheaten (n ace 0of a cuanent avlda auavey. Filgune
€4 a alopea map, pgepaaed faom o« (. §. Gealag%ca[ juave
topqgaapﬁdc map, 4Aow£n9 arean whene alopes exceed S-/5%
gand /%—25%. Areca with tﬁedﬁ"Ziggg 420pe4 ane not u&mall%i_
suitable foa development. HAnothea resvurce which could be
izie (n Joncheaten (o a Land Capabilitiea Map. These mapa
wene prepaned foa the entine State of WNew dampaiine in the
mid-1/970a based on infoamation faom aoid aurveyas, aenial
photographa and (/. §. Geulogéca( Suavey mepa. Faom thease
souncea, base mapa wenre paepaied which divided the loand anea
of the State (nto Lfoun d@velopment asultabildity categoaiea:

/. Intense Development Capability
2. Moderate Development Capability
3. Llimited Development Capability
4. Caiticald Resvunce Haea

Table 3 below ahowa the infoamation used to arnive at the
Zuua gaoupinga.

TABLE 3
CAPABLLITY OF LAND TO SUPPORT DEVELOPAENT

Group [ 0-6% Sand and Graveld 3
Intennre Development Won—ﬁaadpan Glaciald 141
Group 11 0-&% _
Modencate Development ﬂandpan Glacial Todd
Group 111 0-&% Shallow to Bedaock Soila

5ea40na[lg Wet Soilda

Limited Developmen §-15815-25% ALl Soida mentioned above

G/‘LOuQ .[V
Caitical Reaounce daeaa iteep flopea
f[oodp[adna
Vetlanda

ﬂgudfen—ﬂecﬁaage Arneans
ﬁgaécultuaa[ Soida
Public Waten jupply Wateraheda



Caution
becausre the

Flogune 5 (2 a Land CapabL[LtLea MQP {un Doachesten.
1hou be wuaed in wonédng with thia map
boundaaiea of vanioua aultability colasanes ane often
geneaaliged. [t doea ﬁe[p to (dluastaate, howevea, the
conatraints to (intense development that ane found in the
[ own o{ Doncheater. Once an up—to—date a0ld aunvey on the
community (a available, a more accunate Land Capabilétdea
Nap ahould be prepaned fand a new futune land

a use map,
utidiging thia infoamation, developed fon the [own.
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EXISTING LAVD USE

_Donchesrten haa a toteld of 28 254 acnes, ox 45.7 aquarne
Jmiled. fotal q}aLcu[fuaal, developed and idle Lland amounta
to Leaa than 5% of the total land anea antﬁe communcity; the

remainden a# the Town (a {oaQAted. fégune 6 ahowa the

cunnent land use patteana (n the cammunity.

fliatonically, the majon village anea of Donchesten waa
located on Thompaon Hidl. Thia anea was abandoned an «
village centea in the eandy [(9004. Today, population ia
acattened thaoughout the eaatean pontion of the community
with centena veccunalng in Doncheaten Centen, Nonth
Doncheaten and Cheeven fuanen. lThe weatenn poation 0# the
community ia aldmoat entinely foneated and Logging (a the
majoa activity. Because of difficulties with accears, it (a
expected tﬁatlgaowtﬁ wildld continue (n the eaatenn portion 0#
Doncheaten and that Zumbeadng will anemain the magonrn puasutt
in the weatenn portion.
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HOUSING
A detailed study of Doncheaten houaing atock ia difficult. (970

census figunes ane outdated, while detailed /980 infonmation will
not be agaélaéle untild aften thia nepont (a4 completed. Some
infoamation L4, howeven, both available and uneful.

Pne[éménaag /1980 cenaua {Lgune4 glve the numben o Aou4én9 unita n
Donchesaten an /54, an increanre of 4/ fanom the /970 figunea. _In
(970, thene wene (07 yean-nound units and 6 seasonal unita. 1The
propoRTLON of “1earonal tu gearn-aound L4 expected—tv Aave increasred
considenably because of the numbenr of seascnal mobile homesa which

have been placed in Doncheaten in the paat {ew yeana. windahield
dunvey done by tAjF%ﬁBEi_ﬁﬂilzg;LﬂA&_imngga&JQQgﬂgiéLjiLlL
showed 32 seaiona we[l&nga out o{ a total /39 unita in the Town.

\_—E‘—\.—.——

ﬂccoading to /970 cenaua {Lguaea, 35% of Doncheaten'a AouALng unita

ane oven 40 yeans old. Data on the age of Doncheaten houaing, {fnom
the /970 cenausa ia shown in [Table 4% below,
TABLE 4
YEAR BUILT
Prion
To 1939 [940-1949  [950-1959  1960-1964  1965-1968  1969-1970
54 5 /1 /9 2/ 5

Acconding to the (950 (S Censua, thene have been 4/ housing unita
added to Doncheaten aince /970 when thene waa a total of /13 unita.
Thia would seem to indicate that the age of Donchesten’s housaing
atock haa decneased. [hia (a not the case. Many of these 4t ane
not new aingle family unita but seasonal homea and trailena. MNany
of the trailens had geen used 6efone tﬁeg wene 6nougﬁt to
Doncheaten.

Noée: /988 tax Aunvey indicatea appaoximatelg 205 AouALn9 unita

- /b -

Amended Wovemben 1988



AOUSING CONDITIONS

Ar  paat of the windahield aunvey done to {dent ify land uaea
in lDoncheaten, an assesament o houaing conditiona waa
undentaken ég the Uppea Val[ey—[ake 5unapee Councild Ataf{.
UALn9 the followdng calteala, an attempt_waa made to #ud;e
the extennal condition a{ all acceanible Aou4£n9 undita

Condition 0 - WNo defecta; new conatauction.

Condition ([ - Reatored olden home; only alight
defecta in newen home [peeling
paLnt/.

Condition 3 -~ In need of majorn wonk ( cracked

{foundation, aagging roof/.

Condition 5 - lUnaafe and in need of aubatantial
wonk befone it ia Livable.

Based on thia caittenla, Donchesten'a Aouaéng atock waa
c[aAAA{Led an ahown on [able 5 below.

TABLE 5
CLASSIFICATION OF HOUSING STOCK
Condition Total
0 / J 5
Yean-nound Hlomea /3 63 & 0 84
Seaaonad flomea / /6 7 0 24
fMobile Homen 0 /0 & 0 /4
Seasonad Mobile Homen 0 5 3 0 8
Commencial/Residential 0 2 / 0 3
Vacant 7% §% 5% _§ /§%
Percent of each /0 7/ /8 / /00
Ay can be neen {aom the above figuaea, oven &0k of

Doncheaten’s houaing atock (a n good to excellent condltion
while 20% ia in fain to poonr condition.

- /5 -



CORMUNITY FACILITIES

Community facilitiea in Doacheatea include the Town Hall,
Doncheaten Libaany and Doacheaten Hiartoanical Muaeum. The
Town Hadld, Aiatoaicad Muaeum and Donchesten Cummuniig Chuach
weae adld built in the eanly /5004 on Thompaon Hill and wene

moved to theia present location (n Doacheater Centea in the
eamiy {9004,

The Town Hall (4 a one-atony, (200 aquane foot building with
poat and beam conatauction. t ca used not ondy foa the
annual [own Meeting but alac foa the Gaange, 4-# Club,
weddinga and vthea town functiona. [ta majon deficienciea

are that (t {4 not winteaized and haa no bathaoom
fnﬂiiiiizd.

The Doncheaten Librany, which also aeaves aa the Selectmen’a
Office, ta Jlocated on the opposite aide of town {aom tne
Town Hall., [t haa a total of 800 aquare feet, 300 aguare
feet of which (a2 used aa office apace. [The nemaindeen
housea appavximﬂteiy /1000 bovka. [ike fﬁg lown Hali, it haa
ne bathaooma ana (a not wﬂnigniged. {he Faaéing aslea,
adeguate to house ailx vehiclea off the avad, ia not paved.
{he pau?eaty on which the building ia located {a not owned
5; the [ouwn.

The Doacheatea Aiatoaical fuseum, located in an old
Doacheatea one-acom achoolhouae, ia Rppnaximateig 500 Aguane
feet. [t alao iz not winteaijed.

“The Doacheatea Hiatovaical 5aciafg hea 5egun a campaign To
eatabliah a Alatoaie diataict aavund the anea of the
Doacheatenr [own Gaeen, including the Town Hall, Doachestea

- Aiatoaical Muaseum and Doncheater Community Chunch.
—

Doncheaten dovea not Aave a ﬁ&gﬁwng garage noa any town
necaeation facilitiea. —_—

._.--—-'-'__"‘___"_—'—‘—-—.__‘_
h“"""'-.l



conmuviry SERNICES

Becauane of the alze of the community, moat asenvicea
available to Donchesten neaidenta ane not pnovided dinectdy
6y the /own,_éut ane paovdded foa a fee 5y neLgAéoaLng
communitieq. [ he followdng ) 6&Lef dQACALptLon 0{ the
vanioua senvicea provided fon Doachesaten nesidenta:

The Doncheaten Police Foace haa three membens, a chie
and two deputiea. [ovtal expenditunes fon the
depantment in /979 wene §/250., of which $609., went
fon wagea.

Fine paotection (a Baovided 6y the 7own 0{ Rumneg and
the [own o# Lanaan. fdfteen hundned dolldana waa
appnopaéated cn 1979 foa thia aenvice.

Cmengency ambulance aeavices ane pnovdded 63 the Canaan

ﬁ.ﬂ.)./.Bguad and the Plgmoutﬁ Fine Depaatment.

Doncheaten (a4 a memben of the Maacoma Arnea Health
Councid, the Dantmouth-Lake Sunapee Region Aanociation

and the Uppea Va[[ey—[aée junapee Councild.

Therne (a no public waten aupply on waste treatment
facilitiea in Doancheaten. Realdenta ane senved 69 home
wellsr and aeptic ayatema.

Doncheaten diaposes of aoldid waste on an individual
nealdent baaila at the Rumney /aanafea Station., lae of
these {acLlLtLQA coat $/500. in (979, $56200. in /1987,
and $7200. in [988. At the end of (9858, the waate,
leas necyclablea, ia being hauled to a landfill in Poat
Midla, Venmont. Both Doachesten and Rumneg ane membena
of the Pemi-Baken Solid Wante Diataict planntng
Committee and expect to move foawand togethen in the
development of ecologically around diapoaad facilitiea
foa the /6 ova mone towna uf the nopoaed Diatnice.
Since (t (a pnoéab[e that the pea ton coat of diapoaad
widl incneare, the town will use ita beat effonta to
promote necycding and to neduce aolid waate matenial
production.

Poat O0ffice facilities ane available in eithen Canaan
on Rumney.

Although not paovided by the [own, chuanchesr ane an
impoatant pant of any community. Donchesten haa two
active chunchea, the Doacheaten Communéty Chunch and

Cheeven Cﬁape[.

Amended Novemben [958



Doncheaten ia a memben o{ the Mascoma Va[[eg ?egLonal
Jdchool Distnict, eatablished in /962 by the Towna of
EnZdeZd, Canaan, Gaa{ton, Onange and Donchesten. The
Diatnict han two elementany achoola, one in Enfield and
one (n Canaan. All Doncheaten atudenta in K-6 attend
Canaan 5lementaag School. Because of ovencaowdéng in
the achools thene ane preaently plana to eithen build a
new achool on add on to the exiating onea. [lable 6
below shows Doncheaten achool population fon the paat
five yeana. (Plua (986 and /987).

TABLE 6 RN RS TP
— REAT AN - S WA TS
SCHOOL POPULATION NPV ALl
19751976 32 T\
19761977 34 |
1575 %
1979-1980 4@;,,,,____:9;3431_ / 15

1986-1987 57
19871988 67 50 >/

Electrnicity in Donchesten ia aupplied by the New
ﬁampaﬁ&ae clectnic Coopenattve. {hene (s no atneet
ngﬁthg in Doncheaten.

- /5 -
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ROADS AND TRAVSPORTATION

Cany acceanibility to malntained noads (4 an impontant
{acton in the gaowtﬁ of a community. In 1980, Doncheaten
had 41 mileas o{ maintalned aoada T 30 milea of Claxz—V

ned by the Town, and aix milea of Claan 1,

aoada, maintal
thnee midea of ([azaa 1T[ oad dwe mile a4 111 noadi
0 noa

intalned by the Jtate. An eatimated three milea

conaldene aan [  d@ie not _macntatmed——7The oniy
{honoughfane thnough Honcheaten (a Route (/8. Almoat all
taa{f&c entening oa leaving muat uae thia avad. Féguae 7 (a
a map Ahowing majon avaeda and thein claaa.

Table 7 showa highway expenditunes fon Doncheaten fon foun
diffenent yeaasn duning the Ulast two decadea. HAlthough
highway expenditunes have (ncaeased, ao haa the _amount
received fn aubaldiea faom the State. The amount of Claaa ¥
ﬁigﬁwag mdleage which muat be maintained 63 the own haa

alro (ncaeased, faom 22.27 midea (n 1970 to 30 milea in [979.

TABLE 7
ALGAWAY EXPENDITURES

1970 1975 1979 1987

Summen Maintenance 33,000 513,078 517,340 545 934
Wintea Maintenance 2,500 - (ncdude above -

Chaan ¥ Road 0 4,552 612% 10,855 _

asl Road Mone (77 ) -
lTotal g 510,259 520,037 528,700 545,934

HIGHWAY IVCOMNE

1970 1975 1979 /987
Claas N Road MOneg $4, 177 56,962 510,498
Aighway Subalidy - 5,705 5,475
77??4 - - 5} 783
Awy. Block Grant - - - 520,282
Total 4,177 512,667 520,756 520,282

The L(ncrease (n expend&tuaea {aom 1970-1987 haa been 77%,
while the incrnease Ln income Hhaa been 79%. Income haa
incrneased at a featen nate than expenditunea.

- /9 -
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In the ten geana paiLon to (1987, noad tmprovmenta wene made
to Cheeven Connea, Cummina Pond Road, Groton Wooda Road,
Streeten Road and Noanth Dorchesaten Road. Theneaften planned
improvementa to Cummina Pond Road wenre abandoned, but new
bnidges have been built on Paovince Road, Noath Doncheasten
Raadg and Cummina Pond Road at Resenvoin Pond. ALl town
noada have been maintained aa poasible in view of budget
neataaintsa. A developeﬂ haa meaoved a pontion 0[ fown [ine
Pond Road and haa offened Pheaaant Run fon acceptance aa a
town noad.

[hene ane no publdc taanaportation facLlLtLeA in on anrnound
Dorcheaten. Realdenta nmuat own theila own vehicle on depend
on faéenda {oa taanapoatation. Dorchesten hAaa {ataly easy
acceas to both [nteastate 9/ and [nteaatate &9, a0 that
accesnr to othen panta of New Aampahine and New éngland ia
not déffécu[t. Lebanon ﬂLapoat (s the neaneat fu[[—aeavdce
atapont. It haa two runways - one, 5500 {eet and one, 4200
feet; night Llighting; « contaol towen; a teaminal with
neataunant; and acheduled wand chanten ain asenvice. Bua
taanapontation ia available to noanth and aouth {from
plgmoutﬁ, on foﬂ mone fmegueAnt Acﬁeduléng, faum Concond.
From White Riven Junction, Veamont, Veamont Tnailwaga
connecta with all majon  catnlenrsa LN Bua[dngton, Boaton,

fAaatfoad, jpninggée[d and Albany. A srubaidiged local

commuten busa dine, Advance Trnanait, connecta Canaan to
Lebanon and Hanovea. The Boaton and Maine Railivad har a
freight teaminal in White Rivea Junction, and ANTRAK  haa
passengen seavice connecting all pointas nonth and aouth.

Jeverald taxi companiea seave the Tni-7Town fArnea.

- 20 -
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Figure 7
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ECONOMIC ENVIRONAENT

Donchesten haa ven Littd ' on__busineas
~Eﬁ§§iﬁiiii# TRene (1  a vaalety atone/luncheonette, a
welding —4ahop, a wholeaalen of home gaadenéng Auppltea and a
manu{agtunen of 4Llgsaw pugglea, ALL ane located along Route
/1. The numben of Local peap[e emp[oged at these

eatablishments (a leas than /0. Bea&éea a few amall faamA,
the onlg othen means o# emplogment in lown ane a few Zoggtng
opernations, mainly on Smaats Mountain. Yield taxen {from

these Logging vperations in 1979 aeaulted in income to
Doncheaten of 83532. With the gaowing use of wood fon tued,

the Zog;in; buaineasr (n Doncheaten La expected to grow,

fxpendituaea foa moat 6ud96t Ltema have lncrneased
dramatically in the paat [0 yeaas, due both to inflation and
to the ({ncanease in populatiun. With the population lncrneaase

of 6S8% haa come the need to improve noada, to paovide betten
police and {ine pnotection, and to pay lncreased county
taxean. Thene alav haa been an incrnease in expenditunea due
to ataicten envinonmental and health negulationa, mainly
seen (n the coat o% Aavéng to tauck tagdﬁ to an appnoved
Zandfi[l in ﬁumney fon diapoaal. The aiaing coat of
education alao have added to the (ncaneare (n expenddtunea.

The total incneasre in community expenditunes from [970-1979
waa 21 3%.

lable & ahownr selected community expenditunea fon /970,
/975, 7979, and (967,

Table 9 shows a aummany of expenditunes fon the same yeana.
TABLE &
SELECTED EXPENDITURES

_ (970 1975 1979 1987 % In
Town Officens Salaniea $ 1,625 5 2,372 5 5,700 S 7,364 352
Town Officens Cxpensea 453 /,195 2,03/ 5,555 /050
Town dall € Othen BZdQA. 9/ /39 427 339 -
Police Dept. /0 415 /,250 2,62/ 2611
Fine Depaatment /&0 /1,275 /,264 - -
Health - 405 250 /, 900 -
/own Dump & Solid Waate 50 600 /,500 6,500 12900
ﬁLgﬁwagA & Baédged 10,259 20,037 26,702 76,000 640
Libraniean - 200 /50 250 -
Wel%ane 797 - 262 262 -
Cemeteniea 50 200 300 500 9200
Pnincipal & [nteneat {,/39 2,487 256 3,440 202

Amended Novemben [9&8



TABLE 9
SURMARY OF EXPENDITURES

1979-80

{1970 /975 1979 1985 1987 lnc.

Total Town 516,967  $33,646  55/,875  $/63,069  $336,773 537
Lota[ Countg [, 77/ 3,134 7,085 /3,049 /%,655 /06
Total School [4, 436 28,000 bb, 824 (24,268 (70,476 280

Grand Total — §33,/74  $64,780 §/03,784  $300,3864 §52/,906  402%

Howeven, (ncome faom Fedenal, State and local acunces othea than propenrty
taxea to hedp offret these incaeases haa ninen 394.7% Zanom 1970-1979 and 1/
fﬂom 19791987, [able 10 givea magon avunces.

TABLE 10
MAJOR SOURCES OF INCONE
B /970 /1975 /1979 /985 /987 %lnc.
Fedenal
Revenue jﬁaﬂéng - - 52,219 - - -
State _
Meal/Room Tax 5632 51,184 l,7132 - - -
Int. & DLv;/ax /,914% 2,563 2,339 - - -
Sav. Bank Tax - /&3 235 - - -
Bua., Paofit [x. - 16/ /1,803 - ~ -
Rev. 5ﬁandn9 - - - 522,863 522,863 -
ﬁwy. 5u64£dg - 5,705 5.475 - - -
Add . ﬂwy. Sub. - - 3,382 - - -
Claan b, 178 6,962 16,28/ - - -
Hwy . Block Grant - - - 26,37/ 20,282 -
State/Fed. Foneat Land 545 637 -
Flood Reimb. - - - - [4,562 -
Local
Reaidenta Taxea $26 /,020 /,200 - - -
Yield Taxen 364 [, 149 3,532 9,154 9,920 /80
Moton Veh.Feea /,633 2,370 4,552 /1,641 /11,470 262
009 [Lcegaea 49 50 (78 258 /93 &
Sale of Town Paopeaty - - /,675 2,750 -
Int. on Depoaita - - /06 3, 344 4,618 4256
Othen 20 /2 497 970 7,467 1407
Total $9,070  §2/,964  $44,870 575,146 594,756  111%

Local Prop. Tax $§25,275  $47,237  $63,204  $130,797  $227,455  260%
Committed to Collecton

- 23 -
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Wew neaidential development haa pnovdded the only {ncieasea to the
tax baae in the paat [0 eans. JSmadl asearonad communities ane
faund on Bngant Pond and Reseavoin pgnd; and aeasonal homea and
trnailens ane [uund in moat aneasr of the [own. ﬂltﬁougﬁ the amall
Bagant Pond community (4 not expected to gnrow, the developmeni on
Reseavoia Pond (a gaowing. Ht paesent, these seasvnal houses add
to the Doancheaten tax base while requialng ﬁew, L any, AeaviceA.
Howeven, conveaalon 0{ any 0{ these homea to geaa—aaund dwellinga
could paove diaraataous to the lTown. Students elthen would have to
be tuition studenta in Lyme on Hlanover, or would have to be bused
moae than 20 milea tﬁnougﬁ [gme and Hanoven to attend Marcoma
Valley schoola. {Dovacheatea would aldso have to pay [gme Lon po[dce

and {ine protection to these homea.

llntid +the neasnessment done in /9850, thene was no propenty (n [ own

unden cunnent use assesament. Howeven, the neassensment (ncaneasred
paopeaty va[uatdgn enougﬁ to make cunrent use advantageoua to laﬂge
and ownend, Total A0AA asneasred valuation (n fHoncheaten
increased faom §/,335,52%. in (979 and 56,994,079, aften the (950
neasrsesament. [lable [/ shows tax natea and valuation fon s2elected
eans (n the past decade. HActual nate (4 the town nate and doea
not nef[ect achkool and county taxea.
TABLE 11
TAX RATES AND VALUATION
éatdmated
Hetuad [ocally éAthated Full lalue
Yean Rate Ratio Arnessred Full Value Rate
/970 5,60 42% 5 470,958 57,208,642 2.35
/973 4,90 34 698, 346 /,832,097 /.67
/974 4,30 40 912,69/ 2,382,377 /.66
/1975 4,60 40 /1,049,787 2,382,371 /.84
1977 5.16 46 /,085,604 2,443,629 2.37
1979 4.483 23 /,335,524 6,087,627 /.11
/960 /.76 95 6,994,079 7,362,190 /.69
/985 /.78 4 6,426,498 7,650,590 /.49
/1987 6.63 67 6,788,385 (0,131,920 bbb

Y
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Doncheatern har thaee Capétal Resenve Funda. Accounta at the end of
(979 ahowed:

/. Aighway Equipment 56,255,

2. Cemeteny /,525.

3. Building Repain 1,717
59,497.

The Revenue jﬁaadng Fund had a balance o{ 52,865, at the cloae uf
1979.

A note o{ 510,500, ia outatanding on a tauck Loan, of which $4,270.
waa pald in (979,

Accounta in the thaee Capital Reseave Funds at the end of 1967
rhowed:

/. ﬁigﬁwag iguipment 51,223,
2. Cemeteﬂg ([, 479.
3. Building Repain 2,283.
54,985,

- 25 -
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COVIROLLED GROWTH and DEVELOPHENT: GOALS, POLICIES and
JEVELOPNENT

The formulation of community goals fon Doncheaten, and a
plan fon contaolled gnowth _and development ia a basic pant
of the planning pnoceas. [They make the masten plan
neaponsive to the needa and deailnea of the people of
Doncheaten, Ae[p to de{éne prlonitiea 6g which projecta
shouldd be undentaken, and pnovoke considenation oﬁ the
pnoblema at hand.

[he process to de#&ne oaéginal goald and now to amend them
was (nitiated 65 conducting community attitude Aunveya. {he
ﬂ€§P0ﬂ4€4 wene used by the Planndng §oand in the development
and amendment of the following goala, policies and
oégectéveA.

—?yzf’—“‘~%———*"—_"—_“\\\\\\\__“m_ o e

Physical Envinonment

Goala:

P

notect, (mprove, enhance, and maintain acenic,
hiatonic, and natural aneas.

Maintain runal chanacten while meeting the needa
0{ Doncheaten’s neaidenta.

Policiea:
Protect and maintain watenshed, wetland, and
wilderneas aneas; maintain waten quality of the
Town's waten bodiea.

Encounage development away from wildlife habitata,
canitical envinonmental aneas, ascenic aneaa.

Presenve Doncheaten's hiatonic 6uLZdLn94.

Ubjectivea:
Continue aupponrt of the hiatonic diatnlet.

Davelop malntenance program fon hiatonlc
cemetenies and Aunaoundéng atonewallas.

Prnesenve waten uality by AtaLctly enfoncing State
statutes on Aepgdc tank (natallationa.

Develop a program to encounage and improve
P pProg ¢ _ P
foneatny practices (n the community.

Crneate a consenvation commissilon to act aas Apoéea—
penaon fon cnitical envinonmental aneas.

- 26 -
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GOALS, POLICIES Li’D CHJECTIVLES

The forrulation of comrunity gosls fer Dorchester wes

a basic part of
the planring proczss, It provided direction to make tha Mester Fien
recpongive to ths desires of the people in Dorchester, r2lped to

define priorities by which projezcts should be undexrtalen, and provoked
consideration of the problems at haad. '

The effcrt to define goals wes initiated by condveting a comzuaity
attitnude survey. Th2 responses wers ther used by the Planning Scard
in the developmert of the following goals, policies ana objactive

S,

Phvsical Envirconment

Goals:

Protect, improvs, erhance, and mzintzin scenie, nistoric,
and natural arsas.

Maintzin rural character while mesting the needs of Dsrchastar's
residents

Policies: ’
Protect 2nd maintain watershsd, wetland, and wilderness &rsacj
ard mzintain water quality of the Town's water hodies.

Encourage development away frem wildlife habitats, critical
envircnuzental arsas, scenic areas,

Preserve Dorchester's historic buildings

Otjectives:
Contirnue support of the historic district.

Develop meintenance program fer historic cemszferies and
surrcnling stonewalls,

. Preserve water guality by sirictly enforcing State statutes
cn septic tank irstallations.

Develop a PTOETam to °ncourage and impiove forestry practices
in thc communi

Create
[

a conservation ccmmissicn to act as spokesperson for
criticzl

envirormental areas.

a
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Community Pacilities and Services

CGoals:
Provide an adeguate and efficient town government to serve
tha community.

Provide towa-~ownied property.

Policies:
Ensure adequate school facilities and educational prograns.,

Establish improved communication among town officieals,
agencies, and citizens.

Upgrade certain town services, i. e. police, fire, roads.
Establish town offices for selectmen and town clerk.

Provide a community recreation zrea,
-/——'————E—“_—__——-—ﬂ‘_’—%—‘

Vork with neighboring communities to develcp a safe and
effective method of so0lid waste disposal,

Objectives: .
Develep a quarterly newsletter to keep citizens informed of
community activities,

Renovate the current tovwn hall.

Identify property appropriate for future town needs at tax
sales and purchase it for th2 community,

Establish a capital reserve fund for the purchase of town
property.

Continue the policy of reguiring the dedication of a portion
of the land in major subdivisions for open space.

Raise and expend tow: money for recreation,

Bousing
Goals:

Assure the availability of safe, decent and affgrdable
housing for all residents of the Town.
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LEousing (cont)

Policies: 4
Attract housing vwhich brings adeguate texable income.

Objectives:
Establish a building code to recognize th2 crzracter and
type of development anticipated for the Town of Dorchester,

Roz2ds and Transnortation

Goals:
Encouvaze & cost effective transportztion soystem which will
neet th2 neads of Dorchester's recidents.
Policies:
Develep a five year plan to upgrade towvm rozds.
Objectives:
Develop a precgram to identify potential problems fren Class Vi

roads and have the towa meeting voie to discontinue those roais,

Adopt an ordinance wvhich prohibits building on Class VI rozds
without a permit from the Selectmen.

Identify poiential scenic roads and have th:zo classified as
such.,

Resurfece existing roads under TRA a=d Duncen Fund.

Economic Environmant

Goals:

Maintain a stable loczl economy in order to provide jcbs,
econodic activity and a broader tax base.

Policies:
Encourege commercial or light industrial aciivity to provide
employment for the existing lebor force ir. NDorchester and the
surrounding communitizs, and to provide a broader iax base,
Encourage cottage industry.
Encourage dwellings which do not erode the tzx base.
Objectives:

Establish a capital reserve fund for major icwn purcheses =o
the cost will be spread over several years,
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Econopic Envirsnzent - Objectives (cont)

Develep a land use plan with provision for commercial eand
indusstrial areas.

Maintzin-a high level of participation on buiget reguirements,



Community Facildities and Seavicea

GOCZ[A N

Provide an adeguate and ef{écient town goveanment
to asenve the commundty. ’

Provide town-owned pnapenty.

Policien:
Enaune adeguate achool facd[dféea and educational
programa.

Eatabldinhk menoved communication among town
ofﬁéciald, agencies, and citizena.

Upgnade certacn town aeavicea, (.e. police, {Lae,
noada.

Eatabliah town o{{écea fon s2electmen and town

C»ée.fl/?.

Paovide a commundtg recreation anea.

Wonk with nedgﬁéoaing communitiea o deve[op a 4afe
and e[{ectdve method of a20lid wante ddapoaal.

Oégectdvaa:
Deve[up a guaatenlg newaletten to éeep citizena
infoamed of community activitiea.

Renovate the cunnent town hall.

]dentd{g propenty appropriate fon futune town needa

at tax sales and puacﬁaAQ Lt {0& the community.

Eatablisrh a cathal nedeave fund {oa the puncﬁade
of town propenty.

Continue the po[dcy o{ neguining the dedication 0{
a porntion o{ the Lland in me.4 o aubdiviaiona {0& open
apace.

Ralae and expend town money fon necreatlon.

ﬂouAan

Goala
Araune the avadlaédlétg of 4a{e, decené and a{foad—
able housing foa all reaidenta of the Town.
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Houaing (cont./

Policien:
Attnact housaing which bnrninga adequate taxable

lncome,

Obfectdved:
Eatabliah a builddng code to necognize the

cﬁangcten and type of development antlcipated fon
the Town of Donchesten. P g

Roads and 7Tnanapontation

Goala:

ncounage a coat effective tranapontation aystem
which will meet the needa 0[ Doncheaten neasidenta.

Policiea:
Develop a five yean plan to upgrade town noada.

06¥ectLve4:
Develop a prnogram to Ldentd{g potentéa[ pnoélema
Znom Class VI noads and have the town meeting vote
to diacontinue those noada.

Adopt an ondinance which pnoﬁibéta 5uéld£n9 on
Clasas W[ roada without a peamit frnom Selectmen.

fdentd{g potential acenic roada and have them
classified aa auch.

Redun{ace existing noada unden TRA and Duncan Fund.

Economic Envinonment: Guidance and Contnod of Development

Goala:

Maintain a atable Local econom% in onden to pnavdde
;064, economic activity and a brnoaden tax baase.

Prnovide an envinonment fon oadenly controlled
gaowtﬁ conalatent with the presenvation a{ the

nunal chanacten of the town.

Policlen:
Encaunage dwe[ldnga 20 conataucted and aituated

that they do not enode the tax baase.

ﬁncouaage cottage induatny.

Penmit commencial and 1L9At industnial activity and
{acLlLtLea to provide employment fon the exiating
labon foace {n Donchesten and the Aunnounddng

communities and to pﬂovéde « brnoaden tax base.
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Contnol town expenditunea and encounage controld 0{
achkoold and county expendétunea in onden to keep tax
nate unden contaold.

Provide procedunes to apnead added coata of
deve[upment overn a peniod of time to prevent a
cafa4tnopﬁéc effect on the tax nate.

06jectdve4:

Adopt a aystem of flexible land use ondinanceas
which will encounage o= dinect development which

widd:
-finat develop aneas along extating noada;

—place any commencial on (nduatnial entenanAea
along majon antenies;

-endune 4u{{£céent setbacks to protect futune
necessany expanslon 0{ puéléc nLgAtA of way and
to presenve the beauty of oun novada;

~neatnict develapment to those alten aulted 63
a0id type, topognapﬁg, location o% waten
counaes and waten bodies, waten table and othen
pﬁyALcal attaibutes to auch development;

-tend to protect and presenve vpen apace;

—pnov&de, protect on prnomote aneas and
{acilétéea {aa puéléc necaeation.

Promote a capital resenve fund fon majon town
puacﬁaAeA 20 the coat will be Apnead oven aevenral
yeana.

Eatabliah a Cipdtal [mpnovement ?nognam ‘o paovide
{on and aprea the coat o{ necealsany meaavement 0{

puélic facLlLtLeA.

atablianh powens of aite plan neview of nonneaident-
Lal deve[opment.

Maintain a Aigﬁ Level o{ citigen panticipation in

6udget plannLnQ.
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